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We must know the satoyama intimately.

Indeed, we mankind have
been thoughtlessly selfish.
We may have to become
wiser enough to behave
selfishly and, at the same
time, be tolerant of the
behavior of nature, which
always follows its own
principles?

(Toshitaka HIDAKA
President , The University
of Shiga Prefectur 1995) ; EE@@
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Hidaka Toshitaka

Thanks to Imamari's specacular photographs
and writings, the idea of the sgpema has
achieved worldwide carrency, Originally,
havwewer, it was 2 place born af struggle berween
humaniry and nature through which it shaped
the natural environment into the form in which
it lives on oday.

Siatoperna is neither rice paddy nor dry feld,
neither forest nor grove. Tt is a place where the
peaple wha lived there entered the woods ta
search for what they themselves needed 1o live,

a place where they straggled with narure

Strangely, this place became the type of nar-
wral environment whose beauty soothes human
bearts, Human activity opens up the depths of
the dark Forest, letring lighe break theough,
Where the sunlight reaches, plasts thar seck the
light grow. The plants bloom in order to produce
their own descendents, bunterlies rarely found
in the dark fores.

Dragonilies and birds pursue the burterflies.
Bees, horseflies and flis all come seeking the
same honey on which the butterflies feed. Here
the Jn'l'-l]_‘lﬁi'f.'.ﬂ':l'-. where man and nawre sruggle,
because they strupgle, acquires a new beaury,

Mamure untouched by human hands is abo
beautiful, But the sruggle between man andd
natuee gives nature forms with a rotally differen:
kind of beaury. It was ne accident that Imamiri
fell in dove with the SUTF TR,

When 1 look at the so many photographs
that Imaman has tzken in his szepems, 1 some-
rimes wander, if only unconsciously, if they are
not 1o beaurful.

For many, “sopons” and "beaury” seem mo
have become synonymous.

That mist be why movements to “Make a
Sdm_;-.r:.-m" or “T'reserve our Satepema” are hap-
pening all over. | understand, but [ don't
.iEPJJII:WE

A srtoyarnd is not sullu.-dlillg |J:|||u:n|;:|}- cre=
ated. It is something bom through struggle
lctwern I‘IIJIILII'Ii'.}' and nature.

A satoyarnd is ot in btself 2 beaunful Th'il.'l.H

The beauty of a setopems iz something dear
emerges, a beauty whose form is the result of
innumerable seruggles between all sors of living
things. To understand thar, we must know the
moEniain intimacely,

(Prodessor Emeitus, Kyoin Univarsity)




